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David the Dentist 

Loves New Patients! 
General, Cosmetic, Family 

Specializing in 
Mercury-Free Dentistry 

 

407.322.6143 
HolisticDentalHealth.com 
541 N. Palmetto Avenue 

Sanford, FL  32771 
 

PCA hosts over 3,500 events, activities, 
and programs every year
As a member of PCA, you're invited to show off your prized possession 
to people who can appreciate it while attending a wide array of 
PCA-sponsored events. PCA activities include autocross, HPDE, Club 
Racing, rallies, concours, sim racing, car shows, driving tours, tech 
sessions, and much more. Whether you like a bit of friendly competition 
or prefer to socialize, there is something for you.

MORE INFORMATION:  www.pca.org/activities
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IN THIS
ISSUE

1  CFL Cars & Coffee
(Sun)  Drive Shack Orlando
2   Membership Meeting
(Mon)  Porsche Orlando Maitland
6   Instructor & Solo Day
(Fri)  Roebling Road Raceway
7-8   Drivers Ed.
(Sat-Sun) Roebling Road Raceway
16   Porsche Night
(Mon)  Forward/Slash
21   Gary Meridith’s Cars & Coffee
(Sat)  House Blend Cafe

4   Holiday Tour + Lunch
(Sun)  Stetson Mansion + Dusty’s
5   CFL Cars & Coffee
(Sun)  Drive Shack Orlando
6   Membership Mtg. (Elections)
(Mon)  Porsche South Orlando
18   Gary Meridith’s Cars & Coffee
(Sat)  House Blend Cafe
20   Porsche Night
(Mon)  Forward/Slash

2   Holiday Party
(Sat)  Maggiano’s
3  CFL Cars & Coffee
(Sun)  Drive Shack Orlando
4   Membership Meeting
(Mon)  Porsche Orlando Maitland 
9-16   Treffen at Sea: Princess Cruise
(Sat-Sat ) Eastern Caribbean
18   Porsche Night
(Mon)  Forward/Slash

Subject to change. Details at: flc.pca.org

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Cover: Jason Hendren’s “Surfari” Safari 
911 at Ace Night at Forward/Slash. Photo 
by Dan Pate.
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The Spiel is the official club Magazine of 
the Florida Citrus Region of the Porsche 
Club of America. Members receive four 
issues per year as part of their club dues.  
Back issues are available at flc.pca.org.  

Submissions must be received by the 1st of 
March, June, Sept., and Dec. Send your 
articles to spielrepository@gmail.com.

Statements appearing in the Citrus Spiel 
reflect the views of their authors and not 
necessarily those of the Porsche Club of 
America, the Florida Citrus Region, the 
Board of Directors, or the Spiel Editor.
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Lake Beauclair. Many thanks to all who participated 
and brought so much wonderful food to share. The day 
was a perfect day to be driving Florida’s roads and then 
picnicking outside with friends. Check out some of the 
pictures from this outing in this issue.

This fall also brings the Florida Citrus Region elections 
for officers. The slate will be announced at the Octo-
ber meeting and the elections will take place at the No-
vember meeting.  Officers will be installed in December. 
Please come out to the November meeting so you can to 
vote for the slate of officers.

As I love to say, “PCA.  It’s not just the cars. It’s the peo-
ple!” So true!  And a huge “thank you” to all of you for 
making this Region so great.

Very respectfully,
Karyn Rinaldi

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

It is so very hard to believe that Fall is here already.   That 
just brings to mind more wonderful drives with the win-
dows down in order to enjoy the cooler temperatures 
while zipping around the back roads of Florida. What 
better way is there to spend the days?

I’m very saddened to say that this past July we lost one 
of our own when Donovan Dean passed away.  Donovan 
was a wonderful gentleman whose knowledge of Flor-
ida’s roads remains unrivaled. He kept us on the roads, 
exploring new and scenic paths around Central Florida. 
If you’ve done one of our drives, you’ve been touched by 
Donovan. One of our Florida Citrus members, Annette 
Vasickanin, was fortunate to interview him shortly before 
he passed away. Her story about this very interesting and 
many-faceted gentleman is in this issue. It is a wonderful 
tribute to Donovan, whom we will all miss so dearly. 

In August, we ended the summer and welcomed Fall 
with a wonderful picnic at Trimble Park, overlooking 

Porsche Specialists Since 1983

 Book your complimentary inspection online at BrennanBodyworks.com
407-295-6642
info@brennanbodyworks.com  n  4198 Mercy Industrial Ct., Orlando, FL 32808 Classic Craftsmanship Since 1979

Technicians trained by Porsche  n  Approved for advanced structural repairs
Insurance claim management
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REMEMBERING DONOVAN DEAN

“PCA.  IT’S NOT JUST THE CARS.  IT’S THE PEOPLE.”   

This past July, Florida Citrus Region lost one of our 
own when Donovan Dean passed away. Donovan’s 
love of riding the backroads of Florida was shared 
with all of the members of the Florida Citrus Re-
gion PCA, as he was instrumental in developing our 
monthly drive routes. He was at all of the club meet-
ings, always with a smile on his face, a laugh, and 
a kind word for everyone. He was also quick to vol-
unteer to make the Club better any way he could. 

We celebrated the life of this amazing gentleman 
on the 28th of September at the Azalea Garden 
Lodge at Mead Gardens with his friends, family, 
and associates. Many PCA members were in atten-
dance to honor this fine man’s life. The following 
article is a wonderful tribute to Donovan by An-
nette Vasicamin, who was fortunate to have spo-
ken to him shortly before he passed away. He willl 
be missed.

- Club President Karyn Rinaldi

Credit: Mark Poorbaugh
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BY ANNETTE 
VASICKANINRoadside Chat Donovan DeanWITH

A 

gearshift lever like a pretzel. It took the mirror out. It gave 
me all the scars up here. [He points to his head.] I sold it 
as-is by listing it in the Orlando Sentinel and other papers, 
including Atlanta. Fifty-six calls from Atlanta! An airplane 
pilot from Atlanta wanted the radio and disc brakes.

The Brown Boxster was my second one and it was my intro-
duction to the PCA. A 2008, 5 speed, 6 cylinder standard 
Boxster. I bought that up in Greenville in 2018 and drove it 
home. Nort Northam and his wife were really excited about 
the brown-on-brown Porsches. Then one night I found out 
that the pick up truck behind at Princeton me wanted to 
go faster than I did. He drove right over my rear end... He 
bent the tube, the tub. Had that two years.

AV: So then it turned out well? 

DD: I was able to take the money from the insurance and 

I sat down for a chat the other day with Donovan DeanSome 
of you may know him for his backroads, non-PCA driving 
tours. I thought everyone could benefit from knowing a bit 
more about this man who knows the Florida roads like the 
back of his hands. He has over eight decades of experi-
ence exploring this wonderful world we live in.

Annette Vasickanin: How long have you been with the PCA? 

Donovan Dean: Five years.

AV: How many Porsches have you owned? 

DD: Three. When we got married in 1965, I came back from 
Atlanta to Orlando. I drove a tan 356c, the last of the old 
bubble style with a sunroof. Some lady over here in College 
Park decided that she wanted the space that I occupied. I 
went through the windshield, the dashboard, and bent the 

Editor’s note: This article written in late June. Annette says, “I was so very fortunate to have the 
opportunity to interview and spend the day with Donovan Dean on June 27th, within a month of his 
passing. It was truly wonderful having lunch and spending the afternoon together. Donovan was a 
wonderful friend and proved time and time again that it’s not the destination but the journey that 
brings the most joy.”
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add to it and get an S, a Porsche S. I had to drop two years 
from a 2008 to a 2006 but I picked up 50,000 miles less. I 
fell in love with a midnight blue metallic with a tan interior. 
That’s the one I ended up with. I’ve put 35,000 thousand 
miles on it in three and a half years.

AV: What would be your favorite Porsche and why? 

DD: My current one!

AV: Electric cars– a great thing or not so great? 

DD: It’s a farce! [He wants nothing to do with them.]

AV: What’s your favorite Citrus Region activity? 

DD: Backroads exploring! [Least favorite? Monthly meetings.]

AV: How would you like to see the Citrus Region grow 
and develop? 

DD: I would like to see us get a speaker system that works.  
A sound system for the monthly meetings. And, if we’re go-
ing to keep meeting in Maitland, make daggum sure that 
the management there knows to turn the stupid radio and 
music off... They do it for us in South Orlando. If Maitland 
can’t shut it off, then…

AV: What was or is your current employment title? 

DD: Happily retired architect.

AV: Do you think that your career has influenced the 
way you drive or see the world?  

DD: No, I have always been an explorer. I wanna see what’s 
over the next hill, the next curve.

AV: Throughout your life and career, who has been the 
biggest inspiration to you and why?  

DD: My mother. Just because I wanted... [He pauses 
thoughtfully.]  I was always an artist. I was an artist in high 
school and college. She said, “You can always go off to 
California and be an artist but let’s get your architecture 
degree now. That way you can make money and you can 
always go back to artwork.” I was going to California to 
kick Disney out of the way. Hers was a good idea.  

I was never a big-time architect. I was a small firm. I really 
enjoyed what I did. Living art. But I also draw. You’ll see. [Boy, 
do I. His drawings are proudly displayed in his living room.] 

My dad was an architect, see, so I came by it honestly.  I 
was his print boy and “gofer.” Then I hit college and I flew 
with him. A guy who had a twin engine plane and was able 

This photo: 
Sunlight hits 
one of Donovan’s 
hung sketches

Below: Donovan 
shows Annette 
another of 
his drawings, 
a detail from 
Michelangelo’s 
Creation of Adam, 
done while he was 
in school

Opposite 
Left: With his 
brown Boxster, 
hollering, 
“We’re burning 
daylight!”

Opposite Right: 
with Annette, 
Amelia Island, 
2020
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to travel around the country. I carried his sample case and 
he carried my drawings.

AV: Where is your favorite place that you’ve driven 
your Porsche?  

DD: Homosassa is my favorite Florida place. Overall, prob-
ably Western North Carolina, all of the roads up there go-
ing through Cherahala Skyway. So many good roads.

AV: What would you like to be most remembered for 
both in the PCA, and in the rest of your life? 

DD: As the Backroads Explorer. The rest as a nice guy. En-
joy getting by. Had a good run as an architect, been mar-
ried fifty-eight years as of April 27th. Lived in this house 
forty-five years. If I could figure out a way to be buried 
under that cypress tree, [he points in his backyard] I would. 
But the city won’t let me.

I then opened up the interview for Donovan to talk about 
whatever he wanted to talk about. Donovan truly loves the 
PCA and the people in it. It‘s obvious that he feels part of 
this community and wants it to continue to grow. 

DD: Let’s see if we how can get more interest in the young-
er folks and those who join the club. We have a lot of peo-
ple in the club but don’t show up. I’m trying to introduce a 
third type of endeavor other than auto cross and tracking. 
A third type of activity. I would like a sunrise-to-sunset ride. 
A twice a year thing.  Start on the East Coast. I’d start from 
Daytona, come across the top, on some of those roads we 
already ride down to.

AV: Maybe Ormond Beach?

DD: Sure, anywhere. Come back through backroads, 
maybe even go through Mount Dora, beautiful downtown 
Nobleton, and maybe end up in St. Pete, which I think is 
beautiful. Go on up to Anna Maria Island. That’s where you 
want to see the sunset. You sit at the sandbar. They have a 
wood deck out there, a nice restaurant and bar. But on the 
wood deck, you have a drink, you watch the sun go down. 
And there is sand out there. You got your feet in the sand. 

AV: That’s not just across, that’s across and down. 
Cedar Key would be more straight across but that 
road to get into Cedar Key can be quite boring.

DD: That’s dull. 

AV: Flying into Cedar Key is fun, though! 

DD: Yeah, it is… I’ve done that. I’m a pilot, I’ve done that.  

AV: Me too! 

Also proudly 
displayed in his 
home: a map with 
lines drawn on 
the roads he’s 
travelled. 
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DD: But more exploring is better. Pick a green month, may-
be September. 

How do we get more people involved in the club? A lot 
of guys are coming in from outside and they should be 
able to bring a wealth of information and experience and 
knowledge. The young people need to step up.

One thing I find disconcerting is even when we plan these 
rides, the mental mindset, both in National and local, is 
that once we reach the destination, the ride’s over. Okay, 
fine… One o’clock in the afternoon… We’ve only done half 
a ride. There are plenty of great roads… Food is not the 
object. The ride should be the object. I don’t care where 
we stop to eat. I want ambience, and fun, and let’s go 
from there.

I’ve always been an explorer, as you know. We boated for 
twelve years- 1,440 hours on the engines. I covered all of 
Florida’s east and west coast, Georgia, North and South 
Carolina. We slept on it. We knew every nook and cranny 
on the west coast. 

Then we got into motorcycles. You saw the map. Yes, five 
Harleys, three Yamahas, and a Cushman in high school. 
And 400,000 miles of saddle time while I was working. I’ve 
had two Harleys that I put over 109,000 miles on the first 
time, 138,000 miles on the second time.  I just loved it. We 
ran all over the country. We had guys who would go out 

every Friday afternoon and play hooky. We controlled our 
own time and had small shops. And specifically we would 
look for new roads. 

[He points to the water.] That’s the pontoon I just had redone. 

AV: You still take her out at sunset with a glass of wine? 

DD: Yes, we powered down from a 40hp to a 20hp. it 
takes one bottle of red wine to get around the lake. For 
two of us, it might take more. And I have a little lake boat 
as well. My idea of a great river boat trip is go up south of 
Tallahassee there at Saint Marks. Get in the boat and go 
out to the mouth of the river, throw out the anchor at sun-
set, open a bottle of wine. The weather is great so much 
of the year. Florida is a great place to live. We just have so 
many people here, though.

I think I’d like for us to sit down with a few others and cre-
ate a legacy of routes on a map, maybe in a loose-leaf 
binder. To be able to have it as a club scrapbook of routes 
that we could see and have at it.

Next time you’re at a tiki bar after a drive through our 
beautiful state that Donovan loved, have a drink for him. 
And don’t forget that it’s not about the destination, it’s 
about the journey.

The car Donovan 
loved in front 
of the home he 
designed.
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Memory 
Lane

Take a drive down memory lane with us 
in this  series leading up to our Region’s 
50th anniversary next year. 

Vol. 5, No. 4, the April 1978 edition. (Bonus 
“Nort’s Thoughts from the May 1977 on the 
following page, describing a “Wino Rallye.”)  

For the full issue, go to flc.pca.org/the-spiel.
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PROVEN EXPERIENCE. PORSCHE EXPERTS AND CHAMPIONS FOUND HERE.  
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1960. 

• Routine maintenance on track and street vehicles 
• Trackside service 
• Engine building  
• Transmission repair 
• Fabrication 
• Private driver instruction 
• Arrive and drive 
• Pre purchase inspection 

@zotzracing   

Facebook.com/zotzracinginc 

ZOTZ RACING & ZOTZ AUTOWERKS 

6625 Edgewater Dr. 
Orlando, FL 32810 

 
Phone: 407-294-0024 

E-mail: zotzracing@gmail.com 
 

www.zotzracing.com 

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” 
Psalm 118:24 
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 On July 17th, we featured the 911 Turbo. First 
place was George Sautter and his 2019 911 Turbo S. 
Second place was Anton Carrion and his 2007 911 
Turbo. Third place was Kory Gellilger and his 2009 
911 Turbo. 

Anton Carrion Kory Gellilger

George Sautter

    911 TURBO NIGHT 
AT  FORWARD/SLASH
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Modern in
Our Thinking.
Traditional in
Our Care. • Chef-prepared dining served in a restaurant environment

• 24/7 Nursing Services
• Salon and barber shop services available
• Scheduled transportation to appointments and outings
• Weekly housekeeping and laundry services
• Full calendar of daily educational, social, and cultural activities
• Pet friendly
• On-site Therapy Services

Our Residents Enjoy:

Call Today to Schedule Your Tour!

407-848-1743
info@StriveSeniorLiving.com

www.StriveSeniorLiving.com
Assisted Living Facility License: #13413

WELCOME TO MILLENIA MOTORS! 
We buy, sell, trade, and do consignments.

Request a Porsche - We’ll find it for you!
Inventory viewing by appointment only at 407-402-5553.

135 Mingo Trail, Longwood, FL 32750
MilleniaMotors.com

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram at “Millenia Motors.” 
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CAYMAN NIGHT 
AT  FORWARD/SLASH

On August 21st, we featured the Boxster. First 
place was Les Torres and his 2018 718 Cayman. Second 
place was Francis Lugo and his 2014 Cayman. Third 
place was Steve Williamson and his 2010 Cayman S.

Francis Lugo
Steve Williamson 
(far left)

Les Torres
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BOXSTER NIGHT 
AT  FORWARD/SLASH

On September 18th, we featured the Boxster. 
First Place was Mark Gelinas and his silver 2004 
Boxster S 550 Anniversary model. Second Place was 
Anastasia and Carlos Baker and their black 2013 
Boxster base. Third Place was Ricardo Salazar and 
his silver 2002 Boxster S. Thank you to Forward/Slash 
for hosting our Porsche Nights and to our sponsors 
Craig and Jessica Ross at DFSpolish.com!

Anastasia and 
Carlos BakerRicardo Salazar

Mark Gelinas
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PORSCHES &  POLO
WE HAD A FUN DRIVE on Saturday, July 29th 
from Orlando to the Ocala Horse Park, with a 
pizza dinner on the sidelines of an Ocala Polo 
Club match. There were thirty-two Porsches at 
the drive. 

For the Players Choice awards at the Polo match, 
three cars were selected. First place: Karyn Rinaldi 
and her brand new Cayman GTS 4.0. Second place: 
Kellie and Rachel Czarny and their Ruby Spyder. Third 
place: Veronica Deguenther and her yellow 1999 911.
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FAS011    CRC 5065133 11/22    CS 9918163

CFP Board owns the marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™, and CFP® (with 
plaque design) in the U.S. 
© 2022 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.

Where is Your 
Plan Taking You?
The path to achieving your goals isn’t 
always straight.
As a Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor, 
I can help you navigate. With a goals 
based approach, Morgan Stanley has 
the resources and experience, to help 
keep your plan on the right track.
Advice matters. Call me to learn more.

T:9"

T:6"

Christopher Pashley, CEPA, CFP®
Senior Vice President | Financial Advisor
250 S. Park Avenue
Winter Park, FL 32789
(407) 740-4902
Christopher.Pashley@morganstanley.com 
advisor.morganstanley.com/christopher.pashley
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Alexandra Remaklus
Chris Ralph
Gustavo Velozo
Cheralyn Clinton
Boyan Bogdanov
August
Sunil Rawal
John Beattie
Kara Janowski
Kelly Allred
Javier Rosario
Irfan Habib
Deborah Goodman
Molly Kirk
Michael Albanese
Lynn Sheffield
Carl Helman
David Parrish

Navid Saint Hilaire
Joseph Davis
Brian Hughes
Rich Palmano
Lawrence Miceli
Bill Masters
Pat Fisher
Tony Sutherland
Krisha Karen Sutherland
Klaus Negele
John Behrle
Marta Rosario
Ben Cavaliere
Jon Rawlson
Daniel Pate
September
Joann McLeod
Gareth Ripley

Grace Harry
Axel  Anderson 
Sharon Anderson 
Anderson Gracias
Soyer Kaya
Steven Brinkman
Dawn Brinkman
Gil Barthelemy
Antonio Moreno
Luis Martinez De Toro
Jason Palmer
Truc Nguyen
Nigel Newland
Artur Serdyukov
Kateryna Casap 
Michael Class

Florida Citrus region would like to give a warm welcome to our newest club members! We look forward 
to seeing you at our meetings and many events in the second half of the year!

NEW MEMBERSHIP

July
Kimberly Grant
Robert Fosnaugh
Michael Miller
Ajlal Ahmed
Hector Nieves
Nicole Filip
Luis Garcia
Raymond Toot
Joao Faria
Ralph Vieux
Michael Knapp
Alvin Singh
Miguel Montalvo
Katherine Montalvo
Donna Evans
David Evans
Craig Whitaker

Performance Service & Support

At Troysport, we share your passion for Porsche. 
Our 40 years of experience allows us to offer the  

following services for the complete line of Porsche vehicles.

Engine: 
maintenance, updates and repairs;  
rebuilds to factory or race specs

Transaxle service: 
street; performance; custom gearing

Restoration: 
interior, exterior, structural, top installation

In addition we offer: 
DE and race prep as well as full race car 
builds and driver coaching

407-297-7733   www.troysport.com

3838 Commerce Loop, Orlando, Fl., 32803

For consultation or an appointment call Sid at:
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PORSCHE PRESS RELEASE
09/29/2023 
Jarred Hopkins & Jennifer Pifer Bixler | Corporate Communications

Full article & photos originally published on press.porsche.com

Friday at the Rennsport Reunion 7: The 911 GT3 R 
rennsport makes its global public debut
Monterey, California. TThe second day of the seventh running of the Rennsport Reunion was celebrated in style as one 
of the most extreme 911s ever created – the new 911 GT3 R rennsport – made its global public debut.

Revealed to the media last night, the 911 GT3 R rennsport develops 611 hp and revs to a peak of 9,400 rpm. Equipped 
with race bodywork and just one seat, the car was developed by enthusiasts for enthusiasts and focuses entirely on 
uncompromised track use. Just 77 cars will be built. Fittingly, the 911 GT3 R rennsport made its public debut on track – its 
mighty exhaust note reverberating around the WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca with Jörg Bergmeister behind the 
wheel.

“It was awesome to stretch the legs of the new 911 GT3 R rennsport today – the car felt completely at home here,” said 
Jörg Bergmeister after the car’s debut. “Even on exploratory laps, not really pushing too hard, the power, the grip, the 
braking performance and aero are just incredible. Most of all, that sound! Even in the car it sounds like a real beast – it 
really makes you feel alive!”

Tonight, competing with the volume of the 911 GT3 R rennsport, will be the open air viewing of the new Transformers: 
Rise of the Beasts movie in the central area of Rennsport, called the Park in the Paddock. The family event will be 
complimented by props from the movie – with Mirage, the 911 created for the latest instalment of the franchise, present, 
along with model Autobots standing tall above the audience.

Friday at the Rennsport Reunion 7: The 911 GT3 R 
rennsport makes its global public debut
Monterey, California. TThe second day of the seventh running of the Rennsport Reunion was celebrated in style as one 
of the most extreme 911s ever created – the new 911 GT3 R rennsport – made its global public debut.

Revealed to the media last night, the 911 GT3 R rennsport develops 611 hp and revs to a peak of 9,400 rpm. Equipped 
with race bodywork and just one seat, the car was developed by enthusiasts for enthusiasts and focuses entirely on 
uncompromised track use. Just 77 cars will be built. Fittingly, the 911 GT3 R rennsport made its public debut on track – its 
mighty exhaust note reverberating around the WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca with Jörg Bergmeister behind the 
wheel.

“It was awesome to stretch the legs of the new 911 GT3 R rennsport today – the car felt completely at home here,” said 
Jörg Bergmeister after the car’s debut. “Even on exploratory laps, not really pushing too hard, the power, the grip, the 
braking performance and aero are just incredible. Most of all, that sound! Even in the car it sounds like a real beast – it 
really makes you feel alive!”

Tonight, competing with the volume of the 911 GT3 R rennsport, will be the open air viewing of the new Transformers: 
Rise of the Beasts movie in the central area of Rennsport, called the Park in the Paddock. The family event will be 
complimented by props from the movie – with Mirage, the 911 created for the latest instalment of the franchise, present, 
along with model Autobots standing tall above the audience.
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Part I of a narrative detailing my 
wide-ranging involvement with 
and pursuit of happiness through 
Porsche motorcars. All the activities I 
describe involve the full participation 
of my wife, Jan.  My hope is that this 
will encourage our readers’ further 
immersion in Porsche activities. 

THE START
It’s all my brother Fred’s fault.  

We were Navy Officers stationed 
in San Diego.  He was a Submarine 
Officer. I was a Destroyer Officer.  He 
had a 1955 Speedster. I had a 1958 
Volkswagen that I had equipped with 
dual carburetors and an Italian airhorn. 
We were serving in the Pacific, mostly 

around the South China Sea, early 
Vietnam.  When Fred was underwater 
and I was ashore, I naturally agreed 
to keep his Speedster exercised.  And 
that was my introduction to Porsches. 
Added to the attraction was the fact 
that Southern California was the U.S. 
hot bed of Porsches.

After I finished my active duty 
I got married and started work in 
Pittsburgh. Then in 1969 we moved to 
suburban Philadelphia where we had a 
house and garage. Shortly thereafter 
I bought my first Porsche, a 1964 356C 
Coupe. I drove it to work daily and we 
did pleasure drives on the weekends.  
A year later, in 1970, our first child, 
Julie, was born. Although we also had 
a station wagon, guess which car she 

came home in. (It was the Porsche.)  It 
was later revealed that the ride home 
seems to have instilled a Porsche 
passion in her.  Three years later, 
our second child, Joanne, did the 
same ride home and also absorbed a 
Porsche chromosome.

Not to be tied down by starting 
our family, shortly after Julie was born 
we went on a New England driving 
vacation – in the 356.  The challenge: 
how to secure Julie. We decided to 
put her in her portable car bed and 
place it on top of the fold down seat 
backs in the back of the car. How did 
we secure it?  Bungee cords!  Yikes!  It 
really worked out great because she 
could hear the purr of the rear engine 
and slept well.

PORSCHES
BY JOHN REKER

PORSCHES
55 YEARS OF
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In 1975 I decided to provide more 
Porsche room for the kids by buying 
a used 912.  Two years later I joined 
the local Riesentoter Region of PCA 
where I became Membership Chair 
and VP.  We did a few rally events, I 
did a few autocrosses, but otherwise 
just drove the 912 to work every day. 

EARLY FLORIDA 
CITRUS REGION

In 1981 we moved to Winter Park 
as part of a corporate move.  I 
was  excited, as Central and South 
Florida had the reputation of being 
motorsports meccas. By that time I 
had sold my earlier 912 and bought 
another used 912. Shortly after we 
moved in, the then FLC President, Mike 
Canine, and his wife bicycled over 
and welcomed us. Mike and I teamed 
up on several special activities 
subsequently.  The first was the Rolex 
24 Hours at Daytona in 1983. Mike had 
a connection with Bayside Racing out 
of Seattle through his friendship with 
the famous Hurley Haywood.  Hurley 
drove for Bayside’s fire breathing 

935 Twin Turbo. The team needed a 
communications crew to keep the 
drivers informed on their lap speeds, 
lap count and other key information.  
This was back in the day when sign 
boards held up by the side of the 
track were used to communicate.  We 
huddled in a shelter next to the track 
just after the cars would turn into 
the infield and held out our sign just 
before the 935 blasted by.  Even with 
earplugs, this was not recommended 
for hearing health.  We did it in shifts 
for 24 hours.  In between shifts we 
could be in the hot pits watching 
the mechanical and fueling crews 
up close. We could also go almost 

anywhere with our credentials.  I 
chose to spend some time taking 
action photos. The particular picture 
shown above is of the winning car 
(935) on the bank in the rain.  A lucky 
hand-held shot with a Nikon 200mm. 

Another privilege was access to 
the team hospitality trailer. The team 
had “imported” a chef from Savannah 
who would cook up whatever you 
wanted. Over my several visits there 
I was privileged to share some time 
with Al Holbert and Al Unser, Jr., 
two legendary drivers. I did this 
communications stint several years, 
one year being up almost continuously 
for 32 hours.

THIS PHOTO: A 935 ON 
THE BANK JUST BEFORE 
WINNING AT 24 HOURS  

LEFT: JOHN’S FIRST 
PORSCHE- A 1964 356C

BELOW: JOHN’S GIRLS 
WITH HIS 2ND 912 IN 

FRONT OF THE FAMILY’S 
NEW FLORIDA HOUSE
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THE 90’s
Back to FLC.  After a few years 

I volunteered to be Membership 
Chair, so we got to know a lot of 
members.  The Club was small then, 
and in fact we had the Christmas 
Party at our house one year. By the 
time we go to the 1990’s, the Region 
needed a Newsletter Editor.  Jan had 
done some journalism in college and 
answered the call.  It was a monthly 
publication so she kept VERY busy. 
This was back when she composed 
the pages by literally cutting and 
pasting. Then took the mocked up 
pages to a copy shop. How she kept 
this up for five years (1995-99) is really 
impressive.  During the time she was 
Editor, I was President for a year in 
1998, and monthly she would badger 
me for the President’s Message.

PCA in general encourages 
Regions to support local charities. 
My friend Mike Canine, who worked 
for the Sentinel newspaper, came up 
with the idea to create a calendar 
featuring photos of member cars, then 
team up with a charity to promote 
and sell them with net proceeds going 
to the charity. He picked Big Brothers/
Big Sisters of Central Florida. Mike did 
the overall layout and promotion plan.  
A professional photographer member 
friend of Mike’s, Paul Gerding, did the 
photos, and I helped procure member 

cars and do administrative tasks.  
Pictured below is the cover of the 
calendar with a full page car picture 
featured each month.  The project 
netted an impressive $8,150 for the 
charity. As today, PCA National has 
an annual Public Service contest with 
awards at the week-long Porsche 
Parade. We submitted our project and 
won third place, receiving in-person a 
$500 award that we donated to Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters. We were very 
proud.

On an ongoing basis, FLC has 
been a supporter of the Russell Home 

for Atypical Children with an annual 
rally. It started in the late 1990’s as 
a collaboration of the Mercedes, 
Jaguar and Porsche Clubs, who 
rotated conducting the rally. The club 
with the most cars participating won 
a trophy, but the real winner was the 
Russell Home, who received all the 
entry fee proceeds plus more.  Jan 
loved to create driving tours/rallys, 
with questions along the way and 
was Rally Master two times. FLC has 
continued the annual rally after the 
two other clubs dropped out.

To be continued!

THIS PHOTO: JOHN 
AND JAN TODAY

LEFT: 1998 FLC 
CHARITY CALENDAR 

PRESENTING A 
CHECK TO MRS. 

RUSSEL IN 2001 
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MAITLAND
(407) 571-9256

Located in Maitland City Center
@ 160 Independence Lane

Book Your Next Party/Event
events@sanfordbrewing.com

MON - THUR 11am-10pm
FRI/SAT 11am-12pm

SUN 11am-9pm

Magnum Opus Designs - 5
Morgan Stanley Wealth- 17

Milllenia Motors - 13
Porsche Orlando - 24

Porsche South Orlando - 24
Sanctuary by Strive - 13

Sanford Brewing Co. - 23
Troysport- 18

Zotz Racing - 11
924S944.com - 18

Ameriprise Financial - 23
Brennan Body Works - 4

Dent Wizard (TZM, INC) - 16
Driver’s Choice Motors - 24

German Excellence - 17
Holistic Dental Health - 2

ADVERTISER INDEX

Keeping your plans on track when times aren’t.
Now more than ever, you need sound advice and strong support to help keep your financial life on track. Ameriprise has been working 
alongside clients to do just that for over 125 years. I’m here to guide you with developing market updates, investment recommendations 
and personalized advice to help keep you focused on what matters most to you.
Call me today to discuss your goals.

Andrew R. Petty, CRPC®, APMA® 
Private Wealth Advisor 
Managing Partner

Nona Wealth Advisors
A private wealth advisory practice  
of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC.

407.249.4006 
10917 Dylan Loren Circle, Suite A 
Orlando, FL 32825 
andrew.r.petty@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/andrew.r.petty 
CA Insurance #0M09789

Investment products are not federally or FDIC-insured, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial institution, and involve 
investment risks including possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2020 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (11/20)
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

PORSCHE CLUB 
OF AMERICA 
FL CITRUS REGION
C/O ONEPOS
6750 FORUM DR #300
ORLANDO, FL 32821

Driver’s Choice Motors is your trusted source for dealership level service and repairs 
at a fraction of the cost. Run by Porsche enthusiasts, for Porsche enthusiasts, our 
goal is to provide honest and proven solutions for all of your service needs using our 
40 years of combined experience. We offer:

710 S Milwee St • Longwood FL 32750
Follow us on:

•  All work performed by Porsche factory-
    trained technicians in our state-of-the-
   art climate controlled facility
•  Dealership level special tools and 
    diagnostic capabilities (PIWISII, III)
•  Latest Hunter tire mounting, wheel
    balancing and alignment equipment
•  Electronic service history including
    service reminders and full reporting 
    to CarFax

•  Recommended and scheduled factory
    maintenance (oil, intermediate and 
    major services without affecting 
    warranty)
•  Tech inspections (free HPDE to 
    complete “Nut and Bolt”
•  Modifications for street or track use
•  Pre-purchase inspections 

Your Porsche Dealership Alternative

Call for an appointment today • 321.972.8939

Owned & Operated by:
Michael Colon and
Simon Youngman driverschoicemotors drivers_choice

FLC REGION PCA 
DEALER LIAISON FOR
PORSCHE SOUTH ORLANDO

FLC REGION PCA 
DEALER LIAISON FOR
PORSCHE OF ORLANDO


