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Ron Zitza Co-Pilots GT3 at Rolex 24

C. Hennings

Sebring 12 Hour Race
Saturday March 15th

See Calendar Insert for
more events and important
2008 dates to remember

Registration opens Mar 11
For ’08 Parade in Charlotte
June 27 – July 5

PCA U.S – 57,000 members
- up 1400 from 2006

PCA worldwide – 120,000
- 60 countries, 577 clubs

New Cayenne GTS debuts
with 4.8L V8, 405bhp and 
369 lb-ft torque, stick or Tip;
0-60 Tip 6.5 sec, stick 6.1.

New Advertiser – Southeast
Performance owned by Rick
Vimmerstedt – see page 3

So, if  your address has 
changed, at least 
contact Bill 

Member contact 
Information is very 
important if you want to 
continue receiving the 
“Panorama”, the “Citrus 
Spiel” or any emails about 
upcoming region 
events. This contact 
information is maintained 
on the member database 
at PCA. There are three 
ways to update this 
information. You can call 
PCA at 703-321-2111; or 
on the web at 
www.pca.org; or by 
sending the information 
to our Membership Chair, 
Bill Davis at 
daviswm@cfl.rr.com. 

Despite recurring problems with shocks, Ron Zitza and his co-drivers finished strong at the 
Daytona 24 Hour, placing 15th in class and 29th overall. Several problems during the race kept 
the team from finishing higher. Four broken shocks cost 23 laps alone. Also, a cracked radiator 
had to be replaced after damage caused by Ron being cut off into turn 1. This was Ron’s 14th

Daytona 24, finishing first in class (AGT) in 2000 in a Camaro and third in same class in 1999, 
again in a Camaro.

Not only did owner Gary Jensen’s GT3 do very well racing, it also looked great! The Millenia
Fine Art Gallery covered the No. 17 Porsche with larger-than-life photos of legends Sinatra, 
Bardot, McQueen, Eastwood and Welch (Raquel) by photographer Terry O’Neill. Pictured above 
is Clint Eastwood reclining and reading paper (haircut looks like Dirty Harry days). Checkout the 
Steve McQueen eyes on page 7. Imagine pulling up behind #17 and seeing those eyes staring 
back at you (they’re deep blue in color)!! Drivers Jensen, son Mark Jensen, Wayne Taylor’s 
son Jordan Taylor and Ron all took stints around Daytona with
young Jordan putting in some very fast laps (the fruit doesn’t fall very
far………).

UPCOMING

FYI

Read Maury and Sue Belt’s article on Daytona – page 3 

Ron Zitza Driving the GT3 Cup 997 Porsche During Early Laps

Ron owns Zotz Racing on Edgewater Drive where he and his team 
prep Porsches for what they’re famous for, racing.  He is also the 
Florida Citrus Region Director of Instructor Training and is frequently 
at Club events at Roebling Road and Sebring between preparing race 
cars and competing himself.

C. H
ennings

Ron Zitza
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2008 SPIEL
PER ISSUE 
ADVERTISING
RATES:

- ¼ Page $45 - Back Cover ½ Page $100
- - 1/2 Page, name & phone No. on bottom of each page $15
- - Personal Ad (Car/Parts/Lit)-Free to Members

EDITOR’S CORNER: Got something to sell? Send me a classified ad (free to members). Also, comments, articles, 
photos and ideas are appreciated. You can contact me at chuckhen@embarqmail.com if you have something you’d like to share.

½ Page $85
Business Card Size $20

Kevin Abel Orlando 1999       Boxster
Bob Bagwell Winter Springs 2008       Cayman S
Wesley Bourne Oviedo 2003       996T
Don Cerenzio Winter Springs 2003       Boxster S
Hendrik Chen Orlando   1999       911
Charles Fizer Orlando 1988       944T
Paul Ianniello Orlando 2006       Cayman S
Roberto Moreno Oviedo 1985       911
Timothy Morris Leesburg 2003       Boxster
James Riola Oviedo 1996       911T
Steve Riviere Ocoee 2004       911 GT
Stefanos Stamos Winter Springs 1998       993
Keith Chambers Maitland 2000       911           

Welcome New Members!

Wanted:
- Roebling Road Photos
- Cayman Owner for Feature

Article
Please Contact Editor

Be sure to check out the Porsche Corral at the 
upcoming 12 Hours of Sebring.  Contact Dick 
Carter (407-695-4156) for information on the 
Corral and to find out more of what is in store 
for those that stop by.  Mr. Carter will need 
some help staffing the Corral so let him know if 
you can help out.  Volunteering at the Corral is a 
great way to meet some of your fellow PCA 
brothers and sisters.  You might be surprised to 
find out they are just as enthusiastic as you are.  
Come on out to the Corral and find out for 
yourself…
Jeff Phillips  

Thank you to all who helped make our February DE 
one of the most successful ever.  Dave and 
Darlene Borinski, Richard and Dawn Hook, 
Ron Branom, Ron Zitza, Tom King, Sid Collins, 
Kevin Duffy, Luis Caban and all of our 
instructors put on a great event.  A special thank 
you also goes to the Zotz Racing crew who helped 
with the technical inspection after we found out 
Don Northrop was not able to attend (get well 
soon Don).  Check out the forums on Rennlist.com
for some unbiased reviews and be sure to join in on 
the fun at our next DE in June.  The Roebling DE 
was sold out so if you are thinking of attending one 
of our future DE’s please register early.  It is always 
easier to cancel than to try and register late.  
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ROLEX 24 HOUR - 2008 By Sue and Maurice Belt, Jr

Cold, rain and fast cars--that's the Rolex 24 Hour Endurance Race 
at Daytona International Speedway!

PCA had a tent and a Porsche Corral, by the ferris wheel, manned 
by volunteers from several different regions. There were snacks, 
soda and water and the TV (tuned to Speed channel) was on all 
night! (Thanks to Jennifer Barrows). We were at the Porsche 
Corral at 9:30 each morning; left late Saturday and stayed Sunday 
until 4:30. In between, we had picnic,  chatted with Porsche 
enthusiasts from all over; saw Derek Bell and Boris
Said at the autograph tables; and we walked (a lot!).

Stopping behind "our own" #17 hot pit, we got the racing 
lowdown from spotter Richard Hook. The Terra Firma 
Motorsports GT3 Cup 997 finished a respectable 15th in GT Class 
and 29th overall—after losing 23 laps to its 4th broken 
shock. Sponsored by Millennia Fine Arts, the car was driven by 
owner Gary Jensen; his 18 year old son Mark Jensen; Wayne 

In the garages Sunday, we got to look over several teams and cars including the Spirit of Daytona (#09) Cayenne V-8 powered 
Porsche Fabcar--that could not be badged as a Porsche at the Factory's insistence (It's powered by a Porsche based 
powerplant). The car finished 15th overall in spite of mechanical difficulties (due to too little time for development of the 
powerplant and a thoroughly thrashed ex-Eddie Cheever Racing Fabcar chassis). The #23 Alex Job Racing/ Ruby Tuesday 
Porsche Crawford suffered an engine failure during the night and finished 36th overall. We were also glad to see at least one 
Mazda, Ferrari and Mustang and several Pontiacs still motoring around at the end.

Thanks Dick Carter for the complimentary tickets and Rolex hats!

Taylor’s 16 year old son Jordon Taylor, and Zotz Racing Shop owner Ron Zitza (PCA-Fla. Citrus) – who also prepped and 
maintained the car. Ron Branom assisted drivers in and out of the 997.

C. Hennings



Discount Tire
ASK FOR JOHN BEST

330 S Alafaya Trail 
Orlando, FL 32828-8917

407-275-8133

VOLUME 34       NUMBER 3   PG 4 MARCH    2008 

ZOTZ GARAGE                    TEL: 407.678.6789            WWW.ZOTZGARAGE.COM 

What do you get when you combine a classic Florida Inn with classic Porsches?   A Classic Weekend.  In January the Porsche 356 
Florida Owners Group held a weekend event titled “Gathering of the Faithful” at the Lakeside Inn in Mt. Dora, chaired by Mike
Owen.  The Lakeside Inn is one of the oldest Inns in Florida, dating from 1883.  Model 356 Porsches are the oldest model 
Porsches, dating from 1948 and produced through 1965.  

Classic Weekend  By John Reker

The Florida Owners Group is a separate organization from PCA, but many of the members are also PCA members.  There are 200 
members and you do not have to own a 356 to join.  
The weekend started with a very nice Friday night reception hosted by the Nort Northam Collection and the Lakeside Inn.  
Saturday was pretty busy, but laid back.  The morning featured the traditional 356 People’s Choice Concours in which everyone 
attending parked their car on the front lawn and everyone voted their choice in six classes, plus overall Best of Show.  We had 25 
cars of many colors gracing the lawn.  

The organizers decided to bring back a forgotten feature 
of these types of events, the Technical Quiz.  It was 
handed out when you arrived and was to be turned in by 
the commencement of the Saturday afternoon driving 
tour at 2:00 PM.  Questions ranged from the engine firing 
order to the following:

“On May 16, 1952 Porsche was awarded a contract to 
design a new car for which American automaker? GM?  
Ford?  Studebaker? Chrysler?” Answer: Studebaker 

The tour wound around the great Lake County roads 
for an hour to arrive at the Yalaha Bakery.  We all 
enjoyed the pastries and any one of four German 
beers. Then it was a half hour on lake hugging roads 
back to the Lakeside.

CALL 1-888-748-RACE

We freshened up and then headed to the cocktail 
reception and banquet.  Besides the presentation of the 
concours and tech quiz awards, we had an impromptu 
“guest” speaker.  This was Bob Dewey, one of our 
members, who is the original owner of a 1958 Speedster 
celebrating its 50th Birthday.  He enthralled the audience 
with his car tales, starting with picking the car up at the 
factory 50 years ago.  Think about that - 50 year old car 
and he drove it to the weekend from Melbourne.

Sunday morning we had our formal Annual General 
Meeting to cover business, and event plans for the future.  
Then it was back out to the lawn and talk about, check 
out, our cars and try to convince ourselves we really had 
to return to the outside world.  It was hard.

The overall Best of Show was a 1962 Carrera 2 GS, 
which had a 2 liter 4 cam engine, the same engine 
configuration that powered Porsche 550 Spyders and 
other cars to victories in the 1950’s and sixties.

J. Reker
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Running first, I even surprised myself with my times, and when Bert 
got his chance to run – what a surprise.  Usually, Bert beats me by at 
least 3 to 4 seconds.  But, look out.  I came within 1.4 seconds of his 
best time.  My time came dangerously close to his, and this is a first.  
Bert took some heat from Mel Saiz who told him not to leave me at 
home in upcoming events from the threat of me beating him.  That is 
my goal.
It really makes the event more fun with the wives participating. Our 
competition is friendly among us and I suspect a bit more fierce
between spouses. And, the best part is that we learn some good 
driving techniques and find out how much we can push our cars.
Come on out!!  Remember the next event is Sunday, March 2 at the
Institute for Public Safety in Tavares.  Come early, help set up the 
course and do a good course walk.  And trounce your husbands.

Ladies Compete Behind the Wheel
By Anne Del Villano

- AUTOCROSS ACTION -

February 2nd marked the second event of 
the autocross series and we women turned 
out in some pretty strong numbers – 25% 
of the total drivers. And, you men watch out because we ARE catching
up with you.

A good course walk is key to the fun of autocrossing.  Experienced 
autocrossers know that studying the course is critical to getting their 
best times.  You can see them take a map and walk the course, often 
making notes as they go.  Less experienced drivers have asked why is 
this necessary and what should be learned from the course walk.

First, arrive at the event early.  Help set up the course and empty 
everything from your car.  Grab a course map and learn it.  You should 
be able to draw the map from memory before you step onto the 
course.  Focus on the general shape and identify any “traps” the 
designer has laid for you.  Evaluate any slaloms to decide the best 
entry and exit.

Next walk the course.  Ask an experienced driver to come with you if
you think it would help.  During the walk, practice looking down course –
most importantly, find any decision points and memorize the proper 
route.  Identify the apexes for each turn, determine where to brake and 
where to accelerate.  Check the condition of the pavement and potential 
problems, especially gravel and dips.  Most of our courses are “open” so 
you will need to know where each sequential gate is located.  The goal 
of a good course walk is to convert a “sea of cones” into a smooth, 
flowing course.  For most drivers, one course walk is not enough.  Take 
the time to walk two or more laps.  Before you drive, you should be able 
to visualize every element of the course.

The majority of problems drivers have during an autocross are caused by 
not knowing the course.  Time after time, drivers make the same error, 
going off course and not knowing why or where.  Such problems are 
eliminated by a careful course walk.  For fun, look up the article about 
Konrad Lorenz on www.flcitrusregion.org.  Don’t be a goose.

Remember, the next event is March 2.  Details are on the web site.  
Please pre-register at www.clubregistration.net.  Come early, enjoy a day 
of driving your Porsche the way the engineers designed it.  Registration 
closes at 8:30.

The Course Walk -- Key to a Successful Autocross
By Bert Del Villano



CONTACT THE CLUB DEALER
LIAISON, JIM LYNCH, TO FULFILL YOUR 
PORSCHE NEEDS
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CLASSIFIEDS – Free to Members; Ads run 2 months or until sold. Max 3 lines please.

Summary Minutes of Feb 4, 2008 Monthly Meeting:

Photo Gallery

1988 911 Targa, Guards Red, Black interior with tan mats. $11,500. See www.rugerman.com/forsale for more infomation
and pictures.

-Financial Report: Balance $41,355
-Membership: 502 members
-Spiel Report: New articles still wanted, we welcome your 
classified ads, email Chuck on Spiel recommendations
-Website Report:  New updates on the website
-Autocross Summary: 40 drivers (8 women) last event; each 
driver got 10 runs. Next events: Mar 7, Apr 6 

-Sign up early for Sebring!-12 Hours of Sebring Corral:  Will 
be an official Porsche class this year and 12 dealers will 
participate.  Have to buy a corral / race ticket combo to 
park.  See Sebring website. 

-Daytona 24 Hour report:  Zotz Racing placed 15th in class, 
29th overall
-PCA Paddock for the Daytona 24 Hour:  200 cars in corral, 
247 people from 31 states
-DE Report: Roebling Road event is full

-Executive Council Report:  Jennifer Barrows named new 
Zone Rep.  ’08 Porsche Parade in Charlotte, NC.  In 
Keystone, CO for ’09.  PCA in 60 countries, and 120,000 
members worldwide
-Sunrise to Sunset Rally:  April 25, 26.  Melbourne to the 
west coast.  Friday night social, w/ Derek Bell presenting
-Need events and Chairmen for July, September, and 
November

C. Hennings

C. HenningsHow could you pass this car with Steve McQueen 
staring you down, daring you to?

L-R Car #17 spotter/racer/Club registrar Richard Hook,
Performance Plus owner Jose de la Torre,  PCA Club  racer/recent
winner Greg Barrows and Past Club Pres. Jim Kelley and son
at Rolex 24.                  

The Porsche community lost an avid member in December.
Karl Schoepflin, longtime owner of German Car Service passed away. 
Club members Nort Northam, Ron Zitza and Jan Fraser all had words of 
praise for Karl’s love of the Porsche marque and his amazing technical 
knowledge. In Germany, Karl first worked at Mercedes, then earned his 
Masters Papers at Porsche before working for the first Florida Porsche 
dealership, then opening his own shop. Eric, his son, who still runs the 
Porsche/BMW business in Longwood, said that Karl was also a
voracious reader and an afficionado of classical music and literature. 
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SALES : PORSCHES, MERCEDES & OTHER SPORT
& LUXURY CARS

CONSIGNMENT : ALL MAKES & MODELS

FULL MERCEDES SERVICE

Featuring This Month From Large Selection:

1982 911 SC Targa, Blk/Blk, $12,800
Engine, Transmission, Clutch, By Zotz

1986 944 Turbo, Streetable, Driver’s Ed Car, $10,800
Too Many Mods To List

2002 Boxster, 2.7 L, Seal Gray, $18,800

SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA
FOR OVER 35 YEARS

Porsche Racing Stories/History – Free for the Asking

If It’s Not Here, We Will Find It For You !


